
Demographic data for the Marsden Fund - last 5 funding rounds 2020-
2024 

• Investigating demographic data for Marsden Fund investigators across the last 5 funding 
rounds from 2020 to 2024.  

• Two cohorts of data are presented for each demographic category 
o All panels included 
o Panels without the inclusion of the HUM and SOC panels. 

• Below are tables and proportional graphs for gender, Māori, and the number of 
selections of Pacific Peoples1 by investigators. 

Gender identity without SOC and HUM panels included 
 

  

N D F M Total 
Investigators 

Identifying  
as Female 

Principal  
Investigators 

EoIs 112 9 1720 3203 5044 34.1% 
Full 21 1-5 430 712 1164 36.9% 

Funded 8 1-5 229 353 592 38.7% 

Associate  
Investigators 

EoIs 432 26 2761 5607 8826 31.3% 
Full 104 1-5 674 1425 2205 30.6% 

Funded 59 1-5 366 692 1119 32.7% 

All  
Investigators 

EoIs 544 35 4481 8810 13870 32.3% 
Full 125 1-5 1104 2137 3369 32.8% 

Funded 67 1-5 665 1045 1711 38.9% 
 

Gender identity with all panels included 
 

  

N D F M Total 
Investigators 
Identifying  
as Female 

Principal  
Investigators 

EoIs 145 49 2815 3843 6852 41.1% 

Full 21 11 755 816 1603 47.1% 

Funded 9 6 406 405 826 49.2% 

Associate  
Investigators 

EoIs 510 57 3881 6364 10812 35.9% 

Full 113 68 1002 1593 2722 36.8% 

Funded 64 10 522 761 1357 38.5% 

All  
Investigators 

EoIs 655 106 6696 10207 17664 37.9% 

Full 134 79 1757 2409 4325 40.6% 

Funded 73 16 928 1166 2183 42.5% 

 
1 Pacific Peoples data represents the number of selections, rather than number of investigators, as 
people may select up to three ethnicity identifiers 



 

Figure 1. The percentage of responding Principal Investigators identifying as Female in the 
Marsden Fund across the last 5 funding rounds. Both with and without including invesitgators 
from the HUM and SOC panels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

45.0%

50.0%

55.0%

All panels Panels -(HUM/SOC)

%
 P

Is
 id

en
tif

yi
ng

 a
s 

fe
m

al
e

Cohort

Principle investigators identifying as 
female from 2020-2024 (All panels c.f. 

panels without HUM/SOC)

EoIs Funded



Māori identity without SOC and HUM panels included 
 

  No 
response 

non-
Māori Māori Total 

Investigators 
Identifying  

as Māori 

Principal  
Investigators 

EoIs 0 4796 248 5044 4.9% 
Full 0 1108 56 1164 4.8% 

Funded 0 560 32 592 5.4% 

Associate  
Investigators 

EoIs 0 8374 452 8826 5.1% 
Full 0 2074 131 2205 5.9% 

Funded 0 1048 71 1119 6.3% 

All  
Investigators 

EoIs 0 13170 700 13870 5.0% 
Full 0 3182 187 3369 5.6% 

Funded 0 1608 103 1711 6.0% 
 

Māori identity with all panels included 
 

  No 
response 

non-
Māori 

Māori Total 
Investigators 

Identifying  
as Māori 

Principal  
Investigators 

EoIs 0 6235 617 6852 9.0% 
Full 0 1404 199 1603 12.4% 

Funded 0 706 120 826 14.5% 

Associate  
Investigators 

EoIs 0 9843 969 10812 9.0% 
Full 0 2425 297 2722 10.9% 

Funded 0 1195 162 1357 11.9% 

All  
Investigators 

EoIs 0 16078 1586 17664 9.0% 
Full 0 3829 496 4325 11.5% 

Funded 0 1901 282 2183 12.9% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Figure 2. The percentage of responding Principal Investigators identifying as Māori in the 
Marsden Fund across the last 5 funding rounds. Both with and without including invesitgators 
from the HUM and SOC panels. 
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Pacific Peoples – number of selections without SOC and HUM panels 
included 

  

No 
response 
or don't 

know 

No. of 
selections 

as non-
Pacifc 

Peoples 

No. of 
selections  
as Pacific 
Peoples 

Total 
selections 

Proportion of 
selections  
as Pacific 
Peoples 

Principal  
Investigators 

EoIs 199 4808 11 5044 0.22% 
Full 32 1130 1-5 1164 0.09% 

Funded 15 577 1-5 592 0.00% 

Associate  
Investigators 

EoIs 753 8004 69 8826 0.78% 
Full 181 2012 12 2205 0.54% 

Funded 109 1004 1-5 1119 0.18% 

All  
Investigators 

EoIs 952 12812 80 13870 0.58% 
Full 213 3142 13 3369 0.39% 

Funded 124 1581 1-5 1711 0.12% 
 

 

Pacific Peoples – number of selections with all panels included 
 

  

No 
response 
or don't 

know 

Number of 
selections 

as non-
Pacifc 

Peoples 

Number of 
selections  
as Pacific 
Peoples 

Total 
selections 

Proportion of 
selections  
as Pacific 
Peoples 

Principal  
Investigators 

EoIs 253 6503 96 6852 1.40% 
Full 38 1542 23 1603 1.43% 

Funded 28 791 16 835 1.92% 

Associate  
Investigators 

EoIs 886 9746 180 10812 1.66% 
Full 204 2461 57 2722 2.09% 

Funded 121 1209 27 1357 1.99% 

All  
Investigators 

EoIs 1139 16249 276 17664 1.56% 
Full 242 4003 80 4325 1.85% 

Funded 149 2000 43 2192 1.96% 
 

  



 

Figure 3. The percentage of selections of Pacific Peoples from responding Principal Investigators 
in the Marsden Fund across the last 5 funding rounds. Both with and without including 
invesitgators from the HUM and SOC panels. Pacific Peoples data represents the number of 
selections, rather than number of investigators, as people may select up to three ethnicity 
identifiers. 
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