Ngā Pae o Te Māramatanga Whakaaweawe Grant
Applications 2026
Due Monday, 10 August 2026, 5pm Submit your application online here.
The portal will be open on 13 July 2026.

Purpose
[bookmark: _Hlk162510683]The Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga (NPM) Whakaaweawe Impact and Transformation Grants support Māori researchers employed at NPM partner entities to achieve research outcomes and enable knowledge sharing activities that strengthen connectedness and promote research uptake, impact, and transformation. NPM is committed to investing in research that contributes to our mission and delivers against the outcomes in the Matakitenga Research Framework. (view the framework here).

Whakaaweawe supports activities that translate research into meaningful change for whānau, hapū, iwi, Māori organisations, and communities. Projects should demonstrate clear pathways to impact, transformation, and real-world application.

Supported Activities and Publication Focus
[bookmark: _Hlk161926701]All supported activities must result in a clearly defined external output and demonstrate how they will contribute to research impact and uptake.
Supported activities may include: 
· Publications and dissemination activities 
· Creative and artistic outputs 
· Community hui and wānanga 
· Digital resources and tools 
· Exhibitions and performances 
· Policy and practice-focused outputs 
· Knowledge-sharing activities 
· Open Access expenses 
Successful applicants in the past have used this grant to support books, journal articles, free online resources, app development, haka and waiata, translation of work into te reo Māori, and conference presentations.

Eligibility
· The lead applicant must be a Māori researcher employed at a NPM partner entity (The full list of NPM partner entities can be accessed here).
· Applications must be complete and include all supporting documentation.
· Applicants must be prepared to spend their fully allocated budget by 30th September 2027 and complete all project objectives.

Whakaaweawe funding is not intended to support:
· Early-stage research without a clear impact pathway.
· Activities that do not result in a defined output or outcome.
· Internal-facing outputs without a clear external audience.

Ngā Pae & Pātai / Matakitenga alignment
Applications must align with the NPM Matakitenga Research Framework.

Priority for 2026 will be given to:
· Community-orientated or community-led projects
· Activities that demonstrate clear pathways to impact, uptake and transformation
· Practical and accessible outputs
· New and emerging Māori researchers
· Projects that contribute to Pātai Puāwai and demonstrate strong potential for impact and transformation
Applications aligned with all Matakitenga Pae and Pātai are welcome.

Requirements
· Projects must be completed as per the application proposal, including meeting NPM reporting requirements.
· Ethics approvals must be submitted to NPM.
· Projects must acknowledge NPM support in outputs arising from the funded activity.
· The lead applicant should expect to participate in at least one NPM Wānanga (Paetukutuku / TTT Hui-ā-Tau / Rangahau).
Duration 
[bookmark: _Hlk162510923]The application outcomes will be notified by in September 2026. Applicants must be prepared to spend their fully allocated budget by 30 September 2027. 

Value
· A total of $50,000 NZD is available. We expect to fund a mix of smaller and larger projects.
· Funding Range A: Up to $3,000 
· Funding Range B: $3,000–$7,000
· Conference and travel support is capped at $2,500 and is limited to events held in Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia.

Closing date 
[bookmark: _Hlk162515008]Monday 10 August 2026 at 5:00pm 

[bookmark: _Hlk192515384]How to apply
Please visit our NPM website Whakaaweawe Grant page (here) for more information and to download the application documents and a FAQs sheet. Applications are to be submitted through the NPM application portal. The online portal will be open on the Monday 13 July 2026 and can be accessed here.

Contact
For application queries please email: research@maramatanga.ac.nz.

Complete all application documents offline
Access the NPM website Whakaaweawe Grant page (click here) and download the application documents required for submission. There are also FAQs and guidance on data sovereignty requirements.
Complete all three application documents required including supporting quotes and evidence for all significant budget items. (see ‘Documents to be uploaded’ list below).
Application - DELETE all informational and instructional pages (p.1-3) and DELETE all text-coloured grey.
Ensure all sections of the research application are completed. Incomplete applications will be considered ineligible and will not be assessed.  
Submit application & documents online 
1. Once you are ready to submit your application, click on the online portal link (click here) to submit your application and application documents. 
Copy and paste the primary information on the project from your application into the online form. 
Prepare all three application documents required for uploading as part of your application submission including supporting quotes and evidence for all significant budget items. 
Make sure the filenames you use accurately describe the information in the file and are uploaded under the correct upload headings. i.e. 1) Henare 2026 Whakaaweawe Application, 2) Henare 2026 Whakaaweawe Lead Researcher CV and 3) Henare 2026 NPM Budget. 
Attach and upload ALL your files.
Press the SUBMIT button. You must do this for your application to be sent.
Please email our research inbox if you have any pātai: research@maramatanga.ac.nz.

Documents to be uploaded
1. 2026 Whakaaweawe Application Form including the budget (Completed and signed word document) 
2. Lead Researcher’s CV in New Zealand Standard Curriculum Vitae Template (PDF/Word)
3. Supporting quotes and evidence for all significant budget items
Portal for uploading
Applications are to be submitted through the NPM application portal. The online portal will be open on Monday 13 July 2026 and can be accessed here.



NPM WHAKAAWEAWE GRANT APPLICATION 2026

SECTION 1 – RESEARCH TEAM

1.1 Lead researcher
The lead researcher (principal researcher/investigator) is the individual responsible for the preparation, conduct, and administration of the project, and is employed at an NPM partner entity that will host the research contract. The lead researcher is the contact point for NPM contracting, reporting and media communications.

	Name 

	Title, First, Last name

	Iwi affiliations
	Separate iwi with a comma

	NPM partner entity

	(Where lead researcher is employed)

	Position 

	(e.g., professor, research fellow, lecturer)

	Employment status
	Fulltime
	

	
	Part-time
	

	
	Other – Please specify
	

	
	

	Email
	

	Work/Mobile number
	

	ORCID iD
	Please provide your ORCID iD. If you don't have one, register for a free ORCID iD to help connect your research outputs to your profile: https://orcid.org/register



☐ Tick this box if you would like to receive general NPM communications (E-Pānui, funding opportunities, webinars, IIRC conference).
☐ Tick this box if you would like to be contacted by Kanapu Connect for networking and other funding opportunities.

1.2 Research team members
List the team members from the different NPM partner entities (PIs, Fellows, Research assistants, technical experts) and community-based researchers (who do not necessarily need to be NPM partners). Please note their FTE time or in-kind contributions as a percentage. Please identify any pre-doctoral, doctoral or post-doctoral team members part of, or supported by, the project.

	1
	Team member
	Title, First, Last name
	FTE %

	
	Tribal affiliation
	Separate iwi with a comma
	

	
	Partner or organisational affiliation
	Where team member is employed/based
	

	
	Role in project
	(e.g., Principal investigator, research assistant)
	

	
	PhD, Master students: degree and student number
	(e.g. PhD, ZKJFDFKJEW)
	

	2
	Team member 
	Title, First, Last name
	FTE %

	
	Tribal affiliation
	Separate iwi with a comma
	

	
	Partner or organisational affiliation
	Where team member is employed/based
	

	
	Role in project
	(e.g. Principal investigator, research assistant)
	

	
	Students: degree and student number
	(e.g. PhD, ZKJFDFKJEW)
	


Expand as required

1.3 Community
A community may be an iwi or hapū group, a group of landowners or beneficiaries, a community that shares a commonality (e.g., students, athletes), or group that seeks to advance a goal (e.g., ending racism, better health services).

If you are working with a community, please name it and briefly describe the nature of the engagement.

	Community name
	

	Nature of engagement
	At what stage is the community involved in the project?
How is the community leading the project? 






Expand as required

1.4 Where will your research take place? (check all that apply)
☐ Northland - Te Tai Tokerau
☐ Auckland - Tāmaki-makau-rau
☐ Waikato
☐ Bay of Plenty - Te Moana-a-Toi
☐ Gisborne - Te Tairāwhiti
☐ Hawke's Bay - Te Matau-a-Māui
☐ Taranaki
☐ Manawatū-Whanganui
☐ Wellington - Te Whanga-nui-a-Tara
☐ Tasman - Te Tai-o-Aorere
☐ Nelson - Whakatū
☐ Marlborough - Te Tauihu-o-te-waka
☐ West Coast - Te Tai Poutini
☐ Canterbury - Waitaha
☐ Otago - Ōtākou
☐ Southland - Murihiku

SECTION 2 – PROJECT OVERVIEW

2.1 Project title
	Provide a descriptive title not more than two lines long




2.2 Lay summary
	Provide a lay summary (max 200 words) of the project that may be shared publicly. Include a brief background to the project, the aims and activities, why the project is important, who will benefit and how, and the expected outcomes, impact, uptake, or changes that may result from the project.

Example from one of our awarded Whakaaweawe grants:

Ngā Pou Māreikura – Virtual pillars as building blocks for engagement is a project that aims to develop a digital engagement and dissemination tool to support Māori wellbeing and belonging through immersive technology. Building on the success of an earlier interactive in-person exhibition, this project will create an Augmented Reality (AR) prototype that allows users to engage with five pou (pillars) representing key values and pūrākau (stories) of wāhine Māori and te taiao (the environment). The begins to explore how digital tools enhance engagement with mātauranga wahine and concepts wellbeing.
The project’s goal is to extend the reach of the original exhibition by enabling interaction through user’s mobile devices and XR (mixed-reality) headsets, especially where in-person experiences are not possible. It will also support real-time reflection and feedback using tools like Mentimeter.
This grant will enable the creation of a prototype AR experience, repurposing of existing video outputs to align with each pou, and initial development of a XR experience laying the foundation for a broader digital platform. The project has the potential to transform how Māori knowledge is shared and experienced, supporting flourishing futures through creative, technological, and culturally grounded innovation.



	Total budget applied for (excl GST):


[bookmark: _Hlk161751459]
SECTION 3 – MATAKITENGA OUTCOMES & CONTRIBUTIONS

3.1 Matakitenga alignment
*Priority for 2026 will be given to:
· Community-orientated or community-led projects
· Activities that demonstrate clear pathways to impact, uptake and transformation
· Practical and accessible outputs
· New and emerging Māori researchers
· Projects that contribute to Pātai Puāwai and demonstrate strong potential for impact and transformation
Applications aligned with all Matakitenga (Appendix 1) Pae and Pātai are welcome.

Which Pae is this research most aligned to? Check one only. 
	Ahurei
	
	Ora
	
	Tawhiti
	
	Auaha
	



Which Pātai is this research most aligned to? Check one only.
	Te Ao Māori
	
	Whānau
	
	Mauri
	
	Puāwai
	



3.2 List the Matakitenga outcomes your research project relates to directly.
Please choose at least three relevant outcome statements in the Priority NPM Matakitenga research framework attached to this form (Appendix 1). The Matakitenga indicator are the 4 characters that precede the outcome statement.

	
	Matakitenga indicator
	Matakitenga outcome statement

	1
	(e.g., AAH1)
	(e.g., Research to protect, regenerate and future proof Te Ao Māori).

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


Expand as required
3.3 How will your research contribute to the Matakitenga outcomes listed above?
	
	Matakitenga indicator
	Research Contribution

	1
	(e.g., AAH1)
	(e.g., Our research will emerge novel Te Ao Māori inspired conservation strategies for urban application).

	2
	(e.g., PAU4)
	(e.g., Our bi-weekly project newsletter will create discussion and nurture the ethical use of digital marae platform).

	3
	(e.g., MTA3)
	(e.g., Our policy focused journal article and high impact webinar will influence economic awareness and policy for mana and mauri centred decision-making).


Expand as required
[bookmark: _Hlk161928061]SECTION 4 – PROJECT PLAN

4.1 Tell us what your proposed project is about and why it matters.
Include reference to any significant previous research in the field, and the contribution expected to be made by the proposed project.
	(Half page max)





Expand as required

4.2 What is your project impact plan?
What are the impacts of your project and how will this be achieved? Impacts are what changes because of your project and may be within the short term or be part of longer-term changes that the research contributes to. Please describe these and the pathways through which they will be achieved, noting who will benefit from the project and how project knowledge will be shared to support uptake and impact. 
We encourage publications in our high impact journals Alternative and MAI Journal.
	




Expand as required

4.3 What are your project milestones and expected completion dates?
A milestone is a project task to be achieved (e.g., design wānanga, obtain ethical approval, hold community hui, submit manuscript). 
	
	Milestone
	Expected completion date

	1
	(complete and obtain ethical review)
	MM/YYYY

	2
	(recruit and complete 20 interviews)
	MM/YYYY

	3
	
	MM/YYYY

	4
	
	

	5
	Complete all NPM reporting requirements
	30 September 2027


Expand as required

4.5 How you will meet the data sovereignty requirements of Māori community partners and/or Māori participants.
	For reference, see the one-pager NPM Māori Data Sovereignty Guidance in the Whakaaweawe Grant page.




Expand as required

4.7 Previous research
List any previous research activities by your team that are relevant to this research proposal in APA format (e.g., articles, presentations, talks, community engagements).
	Year
	Activity/Output

	
	


Expand as required

4.8 Ethical approval 
All projects that involve engagement with individuals or communities must obtain ethical approval from the lead researcher’s institution before proceeding with any data gathering procedures requiring participant consent or community permissions. NPM will request the ethics approval letters.

	Is ethical approval required for the project? 
	Yes 
	
	No
	

	What type of ethical approval is required?
	Human ethics
	

	
	Biological safety ethics
	

	
	Animal ethics 
	

	
	Other-please specify:

	What is the current status of the required ethical approval? 

	Ethical approval application will be prepared and submitted as part of the proposed research project.
	

	
	Ethical approval application has been submitted, awaiting approval. 
	

	
	Ethical approval has been granted (please provide approval letter). 
	

	
	Other- please provide further detail in the comment.
	

	If ethical approval is not required, please explain why
	



4.9 Reference list
List all sources cited in this application in APA format below, with each source on a new line.
	







Expand as required


SECTION 5 - BUDGET

5.1 Budget summary
What is the total budget requested for the proposed project (excluding GST)?
Provide a detailed budget in the table below, including supporting quotes or evidence for all significant budget items.
	2026 Whakaaweawe Budget

	Proposed Budget

	Item
	Item description
	Amount exl G.S.T

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total excluding G.S.T
	


Expand as required

5.2 Other funding
List any funds related to this project you currently hold or of which you are awaiting an outcome of a funding application (e.g., Marsden, MBIE, University internal funds).
	1
	Project title
	

	
	Research leader
	

	
	Funding agency
	

	
	Amount $
	$$

	
	Date awarded
or to be announced
	DD/MM/YYY

	
	
	

	2
	Project title
	

	
	Research leader
	

	
	Funding agency
	

	
	Amount $
	$$

	
	Date awarded
or to be announced
	DD/MM/YYY

	
	
	


Expand as required

Please note: you must notify Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga of any other funding received or approved in support of this application as soon as it is known.



5.3 Signature
This page must be signed off by the lead PI.

	Research Leader

	Name
	

	Signature
	



	Date
	DD/MM/YYY





	Office only NPM Grant no.

	26WHA-
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[bookmark: _Appendix_1_Priority]Appendix 1 Priority Matakitenga Research Framework 
	MATAKITENGA RESEARCH FRAMEWORK

	
	PAE AHUREI 
	PAE TAWHITI 
	PAE ORA 
	PAE AUAHA 
	RAUTAKI KOUNGA 
	RAUTAKI 
WHAKAAWEAWE 

	
	Living Uniquely [AH] 
	Living Lightly [TA] 
	Living Well [OR] 
	Living Smartly [AU] 
	Professional Excellence [PE] 
	Impact and 
Transformation [IT] 

	IMPACT 
STATEMENTS 
	Cherish and 
celebrate flourishing 
Māori futures 
	Grow responsible economic and environmental relationships 
	Influence positive change for healthy and meaningful 
Māori lives 
	Nurture wise and ethical Māori technological transformations 
	Inspire Māori and Indigenous research and excellence 
	Connect with partners for impact and transformative change 

	PATAI 
	OUTCOMES 
	OUTCOMES 
	OUTCOMES 
	OUTCOMES 
	OUTCOMES 
	OUTCOMES 

	TE AO MĀORI - How can te reo, tikanga and mātauranga Māori continue to inform our futures [A]
	AAH1 Research to protect, regenerate and future proof Te Ao Māori. 
	
	
	AAU1 Methods to accelerate the potential for technologies to aid Te Reo revitalization and the reclamation of mātauranga. 
	
	

	WHĀNAU - How can whānau wellbeing be realised in everyday life? [W] 
	
	
	WOR2 Te Ao Māori knowledge for relational growth fostering and whānau empowerment. 
	
	
	

	MAURI - How can mātauranga inform and drive sustainable and just societal practices? [M] 
	 
	MTA3 Mana and mauri centred knowledge for a thriving environment.
	 
	
	
	

	PUĀWAI - How can Māori-led research be used transformatively to accelerate the achievement of flourishing Māori futures? [P] 
	PAH4 New understandings and applications to accelerate change for flourishing Māori futures.
	PTA4 Transformative pathways towards flourishing Māori futures.
	POR4 Te Ao Māori building blocks for wellbeing and flourishing Māori futures.
	PAU4 Creative and technological transformations to nurture flourishing Māori futures. 
	PPE4 Grow the FTE rate of Māori 
academics across New Zealand tertiary institutions to at least 15%. 
	PIT4 Share and promote NPM research for uptake and impact.
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